AGENDA REPORT

TO: Mayor Pat Humphrey & Clare City Commissioners
FROM: Diane Lyon, City Clerk

DATE:  July 13,2023

RE: *Communications

For the Agenda of July 17, 2023

*Note: This is a Consent Agenda item and is considered routine by the City Commission.
As such, this matter shall be automatically enacted by one motion with all other Consent
Agenda items unless a Commissioner or citizen requests this item be individually discussed,
in which event it shall be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered and acted upon
in its designated sequence on the approved Clare City Commission agenda of July 17, 2023.

FOIA Requests & Responses: The most recent FOIA requests and responses are attached for
information. Outside Legal Counsel submitted a request for information and we received
multiple requests (verbal and/or in writing) for information related to the fight among GOP
members at the Doherty Hotel this past weekend. Those requests included: Charles Blackwell,
Fox 17 News, Sinclair Broadcasting, Wood TV, Detroit News, Detroit Free Press, Midland Daily
News, MLIVE, Up North Live, MIRS News, WXYZ, 9&10 News, CMU, MI News 26, Cedar
Spring Post, Central Michigan Pulse, WNEM, Clare County Review, Clare County Cleaver, US
News, CANOS Broadcasting, Marion Press, Pioneer Group, NBC 25, ABC 12, WTCM,
WWMT, WZZM 13, MSP, Michigan Guide, Cadillac News, Digital First Media, AP News,
Isabella County, CM-L.ife, Big Rapids Radio Network, Michigan Headlines Media, The Pioneer,
and Gongwer News Service.

Charter Communications Programming Change: Charter has announced additional upcoming
programming changes and rate changes.

Site Plans, Special Use Permits, Variance Requests & Public Notices: July Board of Review.

Attachments. As noted above.
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Correspondence from Philip L. Ellison, MBA, JD, Esq
Business Counselor & Attorney at Law
pellison@olcplc.com

July 5, 2023
SENT VIA US MAIL
FOIA Coordinator
City Treasurer/Finance Director
202 West Fifth Street

Clare , Ml 48617
Re: FOIA Request
Dear FOIA Coordinator:

Pursuant to the Michigan Freedom of Information Act (MCL § 15.231 et seq), | am
requesting a copy of the following record(s):

¢ The name of every property owner who suffered a fire and had withheld
proceeds from insurance as part of the Fire Withholding Insurance Program
within the past three (3) years

The address of the building that suffered a fire

The fire victims current address if known

The amount of money you seized from the fire victim

The amount of interest you generated from the money seized

I am willing to pay reasonable fees, in accordance with FOIA cost regulations, for
the fulfillment of this request. However, if the cost exceeds twenty dollars ($20.00),
please contact me before proceeding.

To save time and resources, please feel free to provide these records in electronic
PDF format by email at @olcplc.research@gmail.com.

Should you decide to invoke a FOIA exemption as the basis for withholding any
record or part of any record in response to this request, please include in your
response letter sufficient information, including but not limited to basic factual
material about each item withheld, the date, originator, length, general subject
matter, and location for each item. Please also include an explanation and
justification in detail, specifically any part thereof was withheld. Notwithstanding,
please redact any exempt portion and provide the remainder of the record.

Consistent with the requirement of the Act, your response is expected and due
within five (5) business days.

Best regards,

Philip L. Ellison, MBA, JD, Esq. Gledittakesbay REalon

PO Box 107
Att L
orney at Law Hemlock, Ml 48624

Direct  (989) 642-0055
Fax (888) 398-7003

A Michigan Professional Limited Liability Company www.olcplc.com
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Phillip L. Ellison, Attorney at Law
Outside Legal Counsel

Great Lakes Bay Region

PO Box 107

Hemlock M1 48626

Phone: 989-642-0055
Fax: 888-398-7003
Email: olcplc.research@gmail.com

RE: Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”) Request Response to FOIA #2023-033

Your request for public record(s) under the Michigan Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), dated July 5,
2023, and received in this office on July 10, 2023, for the following records is acknowledged: The name of
every property owner who suffered a fire and had withheld proceeds from insurance as part of the Fire
Withholding Insurance Program within the past three (3)years; the address of the building that suffered
a fire; the fire victims current address if known; the amount of money you seized from the fire victim;
the amount of interest you generated from the money you seized is hereby: Granted.

1. All non-exempt information is being provided to you at this time.
2. A FOIA fee schedule is attached.

A copy of this request will be kept on file for no less than one (1) year.

The City of Clare’s FOIA Procedures and Guidelines and Summary are available for review on our website at
www.cityofclare.org. A copy of this request will be kept on file for no less than one (1) year.

If your FOIA request has been denied in whole or in part, you may do one of the following at your option:

(1) Commence an action in the circuit court to compel disclosure of the public records or information within
180 days after the governmental unit’s final determination to deny your request. If the circuit court orders
disclosure of all or a portion of the public record or information, you have the right to receive reasonable
attorney’s fees, costs, and disbursements. If the circuit court determines that the governmental unit
arbitrarily and capriciously denied your request, you also have the right to receive punitive damages in the
amount of $500.00. Please see MCL 12.231 et seq. for further information on the Freedom of Information
Act.

(2) Submit to the City Manager a written appeal that specifically states the word “appeal” and identifies the
reason(s) for reversal of the denial. Your appeal should be sent to City of Clare — City Manager, 202 West
Fifth Street, Clare, M| 48617-1490.

Diane Lyon
City Clerk & Freedom of Information Coordinator

The City of Clare is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer :

FOIA Granted in Part 09/13/17



Diane Lyon

From: Charles Blackwell <cblack618@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, July 8, 2023 4:01 PM

To: Diane Lyon; Dave Saad; Jeremy Howard; Kim Horwood-Bussell; Pat Humphrey
Subject: FOIA Request: GOP Fight

Charles Blackwell

22655 Fairmont Dr

Apt 102

Farmington Hills, MI 48335
313 739 3597

This is a FOIA request.

1. 1 am seeking a copy of the police report for the incident at the Ml GOP meeting that occurred on todays
date.

Please email me the response letter and responsive documents



3117 PLAZA DRIVE NE
GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49525
PH # 616-447-5273
news@fox17online.com

DATE: 7/8/2023
TO: FOIA COORDINATOR/CLARE POLICE DEPARTMENT
FROM: CARL GUSTIN / FOX 17 NEWS — WXMI-TV (616-447-5273)

RE: FOIA REQUEST

UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF MICHIGAN FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 442, | AM REQUESTING
ACCESS TO:
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Please call me at (616) 447-5273 or e-mail: news@fox17online.com when available. Thank you! Carl
Gustin

IF THERE ARE ANY FEES FOR SEARCHING FOR, OR COPYING, THE RECORDS | HAVE REQUESTED, PLEASE
INFORM ME BEFORE YOU FILL THE REQUEST.

AS YOU KNOW, THE ACT PERMITS YOU TO REDUCE OR WAIVE THE FEES WHEN THE RELEASE OF THE
INFORMATION IS CONSIDERED AS “PRIMARILY BENEFITING THE PUBLIC.”

| BELIEVE THAT THIS REQUEST FITS THAT CATEGORY AND | THEREFORE ASK THAT YOU WAIVE ANY
FEES.

IF ALL OR ANY OF THIS REQUEST IS DENIED, PLEASE CITE THE SPECIFIC EXEMPTION(S) WHICH YOU
THINK JUSTIFY YOUR REFUSAL TO RELEASE THE INFORMATION AND INFORM ME OF YOUR AGENCY’S
ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL PROCEDURES AVAILABLE TO ME UNDER THE LAW.

| WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR HANDLING THIS REQUEST AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE, AND | LOOK
FORWARD TO RECEIVING A RESPONSE FROM YOU WITHIN 5 WORKING DAYS, AS THE LAW
STIPULATES.



